
MIA Totals: WWI (3,344), WWII (72,906), Korean (7,699), Cold War (126), Vietnam (1,594), OEF, OIF (5) 

Indiana WWII (1,513), Korean (174), Vietnam (50) 
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President News 

I hope everyone is doing well and ready for a hot July. The participation of the Chapter in the 4th of July 

parade will be cancelled due to the hot weather. The parade folks always puts the motorcycles behind the 

walking people which is tuff on the motorcycles and riders. Maybe 2020 will be cooler for the 4th of July 

parade. Please enjoy the 4th with family and friends. 

As you all know, we lost one of our dear Chapter Member, Linda Cope in June. The loss of Linda was     

unexpected and sudden. She will be missed, but not forgotten. Please keep Linda’s family in your prayers 

as they go through these difficult times. 

On June 14th, we had a small group of Chapter Members that rode to Marseilles Illinois to participate in the 

Illinois Freedom Run. The ride up to Marseilles was great, but the ride home after the memorial ceremony 

on 15 June was a bit wet. We had to stop a few times to let the thunder storms pass by. All in all, it was a 

great trip and well worth getting wet for. Several Gold Star families attended the ceremony to honor their 

love ones listed on the wall, or being added to the wall. We plan on making the Illinois Freedom Run an   

annual Chapter event, so plan on attending in 2020. 

The Flight 93 Memorial ride will be July 26, 27 and 28th. If you are planning on going on this trip, you 

need to make your hotel reservations by July 11th, 2019. Our group rate will expire on July 12th. See page 

8 for the details on the hotel information. 

The July, August and September Chapter meetings will be important to the future of the Chapter. The 

Chapter election process for Chapter officers will start at the July Chapter meeting. July will be the first  

opportunity to make nominations for President, Secretary, two Board Members and Alternate Board    

member. August will be the last opportunity to make and accept nominations. After the August Chapter 

meeting, no more nominations will be accepted. 

The election for Chapter Officers will be at the September Chapter meeting. You will need to be present 

and a member in good standing to vote. Please see newsletter  for  details.. 

 

The next Chapter meeting is Sunday July 21, 2019 

http://indianarollingthunder.com/
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Tribute to of our dear Chapter Members 

Linda Joette (Smith) Cope 

Linda Joette Cope (1950 – 2019), joined Rolling Thunder in 2006 participating actively until her 

death.  Linda served as the Chapter Secretary from September 2015 until June 2019. 

Linda’s brother Ronald E. Smith served in Vietnam becoming among the missing and unaccounted 

for on November 28, 1970 while on a mission near the tri-border area of Vietnam, Laos and         

Cambodia.  Linda has been passionate and dedicated her entire life to finding out the details            

surrounding the mission, and the whereabouts of her beloved brother.   Linda has carried on the     

mission of Rolling Thunder faithfully in educating the public on the POW-MIA issue.  She authored 

the book  Still Waiting , which chronicles her life growing up with her brother, and the years of     

agony in search for answers following her brother’s missing-in-action declaration by the Department 

of Defense.   

Linda has made several trips to Washington DC to visit her brother Ron who’s name is listed on the 

Vietnam Memorial Wall. She has conducted several Missing Man Table ceremonies since she has 

joined the Chapter, and was a member that was truly dedicated to our POW/MIA mission. She will be 

missed but not forgotten. Please keep Linda’s family in your prayers as they go through these         

difficult times. 

Linda will finally be with Ron in heaven and will have the closure that she has been longing for. 

Rest in peace Linda. You will not be forgotten. 

Picture taken Friday May 24th, 2019 at the Vietnam Memorial Wall 
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July 2019 Birthday’s 

Rocco Brunelle 7-18 

Bud Burnside 7-31 

John Higgins 7-21 

Diana Jones 7-8 

Ed Newbill 7-18 

Ralph Spangle 7-20 

Jeff Tewell 7-18 

Denise Van Brunt 7-2 

Larry Wilson 7-23 
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Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run 

June 14-15, 2019 

Matthew “Bones” Hubbard was awarded his FNG Badge and 

Rolling Thunder Nickname of “Bones” 
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Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run 

June 14-15, 2019 

Bones saying a prayer at the memorial wall 

for the troops that paid the ultimate price for 

our freedom. 

Bones was invited to recite the Pledge of            

Allegiance to the crowed before we departed to 

the Middle East Conflicts Memorial Wall.  

Bones and Larry Paynter arm wrestle while     

waiting for departure. Bones gave Larry a tuff 

time and almost won the match.  

Bones and his stepfather Brian, reading information 

about the memorial wall. 
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Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run 

June 14-15, 2019 

On our way to Illinois, we had to stop at the Hunter Moon Harley-Davidson shop in Lafayette to get a   

battery for Larry Paynter’s bike. After the battery was installed, the group got hungry and stopped by    

Igloo Frozen Custard to have lunch. Top left, Bones is enjoying one of Igloo’s hamburgers. In the bottom 

picture, Alex found a new riding buddy. 
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Russ Dellen Memorial Ride 

July 13, 2019 

Support the fight against child hunger as we RIDE to benefit The Patachou Foundation at the annual Russ 

Dellen Memorial Ride!!!  

 

A "biker bucket list ride" for many, join us at the RDMR on an escorted ride around I-465 by the Indianapo-

lis Metropolitan Police Department, followed by FOOD/DRINKS and LIVE MUSIC back at Harley-

Davidson of Indianapolis!!! PLUS, bid on some great items at our silent auction!!!  

 

All proceeds from the event will benefit The Patachou Foundation. To learn more about the founda-

tion, head to the website here: https://thepatachoufoundation.org/  

 

Harley-Davidson of Indianapolis 

12400 Reynolds Dr. 

Fishers, IN 46038  

Website URL for Event: https://www.hdofindy.com/events/6625/russ-dellen-memorial-ride  

July 13, 2019 10:00AM - 6:00PM  

10:00 - 12:00 - Registration 

12:00 - KSU 

1:00 - 4:00 - After Party 

Pre-Registration available via Eventbrite.  

 

Pre-registration (prior to July 13) 

$20 per rider  

$40 for rider and passenger  

 

Day of the ride registration (July 13) 

$30 per rider 

$60 for rider and passenger  
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The Wall That Heals 

July 13, 2019 

The Wall that Heals will be at the Stillinger Family Funeral Home in Greenfield Indiana from July 11 

to July 14. The Back  Home Again ceremony will be on Saturday July 13, 2019 at 11:00. 

The guess speaker will be Congressman Jim Baird. Congressman Baird has been a great supporter of 

the Chapter. Her has attended several POW/MIA COH dedications and Ride to the Wall sendoff cere-

monies. 

Please monitor you email fro more details on the ceremony. 
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Mayors’ Veterans Appreciation Day 

July 20th, 2019 

Please reserve Saturday July 20th for the Mayors’ Veterans Appreciation Day at the Marion County 

Fairgrounds. The Chapter will be hosting a ride from the Fort Harrison Veterans Center to the Marion 

Country Grounds, performing the Missing Man Table ceremony, setting up the Hoosier Memorial Wall, 

and a silent auction table to help generate funds for the Veterans Center. 

We need your support, so plan on attending if at all possible. More details will be provided in the next 

couple of weeks. 
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Flight 93 Memorial Ride 
July 26-28, 2019 

 
 

Friday July 26th will be a travel day to Somerset, PA. Bill Bailey “Road Cone” is planning a route 

down back roads between Indiana and Pennsylvania to avoid Interstate travel as much as possible so we 

can enjoy riding through the country side. We will take our time and enjoy the beautiful scenery. 

Saturday July 27th will be our  visitation day at the Flight 93 memorial. There is a lot to see at the 

memorial and I think you’ll enjoy the visit.  

Sunday July 28th will be our  travel day back to Indianapolis. We will take the fastest route back to 

Indianapolis so everyone that works Monday morning will have plenty of time to recover from the trip. 

Detailed  information on the Flight 93 Memorial can be found at  https://www.nps.gov/flni/index.htm 

If you are planning on joining us on this trip, please make your hotel reservations ASAP. 

 
Hotel Information 

 
 
Hampton Inn 
324 Laurel Crest Road,  
Somerset, PA 15501 
 
Rate: $115.00 Plus 11% Tax 
Group Name: RT Indiana 
Reservations Number: 814-445-9161 
Cutoff Date: July 12, 2019 
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2019 
Chapter Elections 

 In accordance to the National Constitution, all members will be duly notified of      

elections by an announcement at the June, July and August meeting. 

 Only Rolling Thunder® members in good standing are eligible to vote. 

 To be a member in good standing, you must have attended (3) Chapter meetings and (3) 

Chapter events with the membership year. 

 Nominations will be taken at our July and August Chapter meetings only with the    

elections being held at our September 15th Chapter Meeting. 

 The member being nominated must have attended six (6) Chapter meetings in the last 

twelve (12) months. 

 Therefore, the nominee attendance requirement will be six (6) Chapter meetings 

and three (3) events within the membership year. 

 The membership year is from September 1st, 2018 to August 31st 2019. 

 In accordance with Indiana Chapter #1, Chapter Rules, dated 2 January 2014, "Anyone 

wishing to run for the office of President, Vice President, or Chairman of the Board, 

must first have held another office, i.e.: Treasure, Secretary, or Board member, for a full 

term, with Indiana Chapter #1. 

 Any qualified patch wearing (Rocker/Eagle) Chapter Member in good standing may 

run for the Secretary, Treasurer, or Board Member position. 

 The election committee for the 2019 Chapter election will be announced at the July 

Chapter meeting. 

 The election committee will be responsible for taking the nominations for officers, hand 

out, collect, and count the ballots after the election in September. 
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President 

Mike Clark 

Chapter Secretary 

Vacant 

Board Member 

Jim Smith 

Board Member 

Bill Bailey 

Alternate Board Member 

Nick Esposito 

Chapter Election 

The Positions that are up for Nomination 

 

These positions will be for a two year term 
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Chapter President 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

 

The Chapter President is an elected official with a (2) year term and is the Chief Executive Officer in charge 

of the daily operation of the Chapter. The Chapter President enhances the organization’s public standing by 

clearly articulating the Rolling Thunder® mission statement, accomplishments, and goals to the public and 

garners support from the community. 

The duties of the Chapter President will include, but not limited to the following duties. 

 Responsible for the overall day-to-day operation, safety, management and financial order of the         

organization. 

 The Chapter President ensures that all officers, board members and members follow the Constitution. 

 The Chapter President sets the agenda and runs the monthly membership meetings and ensures all   

meetings are run according to the Constitution and Roberts Rules when applicable. 

 The Chapter President gives agenda ideas for discussion to the Chairman of the Board for the Board 

Meetings. (The Chairman of the Board runs the Board Meeting). 

 Serves as a member on the Rolling Thunder® Indiana Veterans Fund (RTIVF) Committee. 

 Must have held another office, i.e.: Treasure, Secretary, or Board member, for a full term with Indiana 

Chapter #1. 

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse. 

 The President is responsible to the Vice President of Rolling Thunder® Inc. National. In some cases, 

through the State Liaison, if in the chain of command.  
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Chapter Secretary 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

 

The Chapter Secretary is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Chapter Secretary attends and           

records the minutes of all meetings and is the records officer for the Chapter. The Chapter Secretary          

enhances the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling Thunder mission              

statement, accomplishments, and goals to the public and garners support from the community. 

The duties of the Chapter Secretary will include, but not limited to the following duties. 

 Recording, editing and maintaining all meeting minutes  

 Maintains custody of all records, reports on behalf of the executive officers. 

 Prepares and distributes all incoming/outgoing correspondences, memorandums etc. 

 Assist in the preparation of the Organizational Activities Reports. 

 Provides monthly minutes to the Chapter for review. 

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chapter President. 

 The Secretary is responsible to the President of the Chapter. 

 Have a working knowledge of the National Constitution and Chapter Rules found on the Rolling      

Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 website. 
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Chapter Board Member 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

 

The Chapter Board Member is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Chapter Board Member       

enhances the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling Thunder® mission       

statement, accomplishments, and goals to the public and garners support from the community. 

The duties of the Chapter Board Member will include, but not limited to the following duties. 

 Reports to the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must attend all scheduled Board meetings and special Board meetings as determined by the Chairman 

of the Board or Chapter President.   

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chairman of the 

Board or Chapter President. 

 Makes recommendations to the Board that will help promote the Chapter’s mission and goals. 

 Participates in Board discussions as presented by the Chairman of the Board or other Board Members. 

 Votes on subject maters as directed by the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Have a working knowledge of the National Constitution and Chapter Rules found on the Rolling 

Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 website. 
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Chapter Alternate Board Member 

Duties and Responsibilities Description 

 

The Chapter Alternate Board Member is an elected official with a (2) year term. The Alternate Board    

Member enhances the organization’s public standing by clearly articulating the Rolling Thunder® mission 

statement, accomplishments, and goals to the public and garners support from the community. 

The duties of the Alternate Board Member will include, but not limited to the following duties. 

 Reports to the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must attend all scheduled Board meetings and special Board meetings as determined by the Chairman of 

the Board or Chapter President.   

 Must not miss (3) consecutive meetings without legitimate excuse submitted to the Chairman of the 

Board or Chapter President. 

 Makes recommendations to the Board that will help promote the Chapter’s mission and goals. 

 Participates in Board discussions as presented by the Chairman of the Board or other Board Members. 

 Votes in the absents of a Board Member on subject maters as directed by the Chairman of the Board. 

 Must abide by the Rolling Thunder® National Constitution Rules of Conduct at all times. 

 Have a working knowledge of the National Constitution and Chapter Rules found on the Rolling     

Thunder® Indiana Chapter 1 website. 
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ROLLING THUNDER®, INC 

Membership Patches 

The Chapter Boot Patch. All members will receive a Rolling Thunder® Membership 

Boot patch when they become a full member at the end of a 120-day period. If a member 

meets his/her obligations before the 120 days are up they are entitled to receive their Boot 

patch no earlier than 90 days, provided they meet all other (loyalty and conduct) require-

ments. A new member must make 3 meetings or events, or a combination thereof, during the 

120-day trial period to become a full member. A $50.00 patch deposit is required before   

National will issue the Boot Patch.  

The Rocker and Eagle Patches. After  a member completes his/her first year (from the 

day they receive their boot patch) as a member in good standing ,they will be issued the   

Eagle & Rocker patches, which is the property of National.  A $100.00 patch deposit is   

required before National will issue the Rocker and Eagle Patches. 

The Junior Membership patch.  The Junior Membership patch is available to            

individuals that wish to join the Chapter that are under the age of 18 years old. Once the 

Junior Member becomes 18 years old, they will be able to become a full Chapter member 

and eligible for the Chapter boot, Rocker and Eagle patches when they meet the                

requirements. The Junior Membership patch is no cost to the Junior Member. 
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2019 Honor Flights Schedule 

Saturday September 7th—Honor Flight #31, Plainfield High School 

Saturday October 26th —Honor Flight #32, Location to be determined 

 

Please mark these dates down on your calendar and plan on attending.  
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POW/MIA Affairs Committee 

2019 MIAs Accounted-For 

DPAA 2019 Accounted for:  107 

As of July 3, 2019 

 

WWII (77) 

Korea (24) 

Vietnam/Laos (6) 

Name DOL Identified Returned HOR County 

PFC Army Clifford M. Mills 9-18-1944 1-29-2019 3-30-2019 Troy Germany 

PVT USMC Fred Freet 11-20-1943 8-6-2018 4-18-2019 Marion Tarawa Atoll 

PFC Marvin E. Dickerson 11-13-1944 9-27-2018 6-8-2019 Germany Indianapolis 

Indiana Heroes that have been returned in 2019 
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POW*MIA Chair of Honor Project 

In 2019, we have three POW*MIA Chair of Honor displays that we are working on for 

three different venues. The venues include: The Plainfield High School Plainfield,      

Indiana, the Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery Madison Indiana, and the Grissom Air 

Force Base Museum Peru Indiana. 

Plainfield High School. The Plainfield students are still working on the Chair  of 

Honor platform. As soon as the students complete the platform, we will announce the 

dedication date. 

Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery. The cemetery provided a chair  that will be 

used for the Chair of Honor. The chair was taken to the upholstery shop to be              

reupholstered with the POW/MIA theme.  Dick Harrington has completed building the 

platform that the POW*MIA Chair of Honor will be mounted on and the plaque is on 

order. The dedication date will be announce when the plaque has been received. 

Grissom Air Force Base Museum. The museum provided a seat from a C119 plane 

that will be used for the POW*MIA Chair of Honor. This seat will be a little more     

challenging and will require more work. The Golden Knights, is scheduled to appear 

September 7-8 at the Grissom’s Air and Space Expo. We are hoping to have the 

POW*MIA Chair of Honor display completed by September so the Chair can be       

dedicated during the expo. 

C119 Aircraft 
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Indiana 

POW/MIA Plate Sales 

Note: The May deposit is based on 418 plates Renewed/Sold. The June 2019 plate 
sales have not been received as of July 3rd, 2019. 

From 

Date 

To 

Date 

Amount Remarks 

January 2010 December 2014 $310,925 Deposit into MFRF 

January 2015 December 2015 $96,225 Deposit into RTIVF 

January 2016 December 2016 $99,675 Deposit into RTIVF 

January 2017 December 2017 $105,575 Deposit into RTIVF 

January 2018 September 2018 $86,475 Deposit into RTIVF 

October 2018 December 2018 $19,775 Deposit into MFRF 

January 2019 May 2019 $47,700 Estimated Deposit into MFRF 

  Total $766,275   
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2019 Chapter Calendar of Events 

National Prisoner of War Museum, Andersonville, GA.  Opened in 1998, the           
National Prisoner of War Museum tells the story of prisoners of war throughout American 
History.   

Andersonville, GA is approximately 700 miles from Indianapolis, so this would be a 5 
day trip. Day 1 and 2, travel to Andersonville, day 4 visit museum, day 5 and 6 travel 

back to Indianapolis. Detailed information on the National Pr isoner of War Museum 
can be found at https://www.nps.gov/ande/planyourvisit/natl_pow_museum.htm/ 

A date for this event has not been scheduled yet. Please monitor your email and 

Newsletter for updated information. 



23 

 

 

 

Date Event 

July 11-14 The Wall that Heals, Greenfield, IN 

July 13 Russ Dellen Memorial Ride 

July 20 Fort Harrison Veterans Center Support Ride/ Mayors' Veterans & Family 
Appreciation Day  

July 21 Board/Chapter Meeting  

July 26-28 Flight 93 Trip 

July 27 Helping Heroes Freedom Ride 

August 17 Military/First Responder Appreciation Day (Fall Creek Baseball & Softball) 

August 18 Board/Chapter Meeting 

August 24 Rolling Thunder Indiana State Meeting 

September 7 Indy Honor Flight #31, Plainfield High School 

September 7 & 8 Thunderbirds Grissom AFB (POW*MIA COH Dedication) 

September 11 9/11 Ride 

September 15 Board/Chapter Meeting and Elections 

September 18 POW/MIA Tree Grove Dedication (Indiana Veterans Home) 

September 20 POW/MIA Recognition Day 

September 21 Quaker Day Parade 

October 20 Board/Chapter Meeting 
October 26 Indy Honor Flight #32, Location to be determined 

November 9 Dedication and demonstration of the lights/sound system (solider/Sailor) 

November 8-10 Rolling Thunder National Conference 

November 17 Board/Chapter Meeting 

December 4 Annual Project Blue Light Ceremony 

December 7 Lafayette Veterans Home Visit 

December 14 Wreath Across America (Local Cemetery Sites) 

December 15 Chapter Meeting/HVAF Luncheon 

2019 Chapter Calendar of Events 
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POW/MIA Education Reading  

And  

Websites 

Recommended Books 

Title Author 

Leave No Man Behind Bill Bell 

Why Didn’t You Get Me  Out Frank Aton 

Kiss The Boys Goodbye Monika Jensen-Stevenson & William Stevenson 

Betrayed Joseph D. Douglass, Jr 

Still Waiting Linda Cope 

An Enormous Crime Bill Hendon and Elizabeth A Stewart  

Note: Books marked in RED are highly recommended reads. 

Recommended Web Sites 

Title URL 

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) http://www.dpaa.mil/ 

Biographies on Prisoners of War and Missing in Action  http://www.pownetwork.org/bios.htm 

Rolling Thunder National http://www.rollingthunder1.com/ 

National League of POW/MIA Families http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/ 

Rolling Thunder Indiana Chapter 1 http://www.indianarollingthunder.com/ 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve http://esgr.mil/in 

Veterans Support Council of Marion County  http://www.vscmc.com/ 

Veterans Events http://www.veteranevents.org/ 

American Ex-Prisoners of War http://www.axpow.org/default.htm 
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The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge  

Mr. Paynter with his wife 

Becky. Hard to believe that a 

Marine could make such a catch  

Larry Paynter is a proud Marine, Chapter Member, and along with his 

wife Becky, own and operate the Coachman Restaurant & Lounge in 

Plainfield, IN. The Coachman is famous for mouthwatering Prime Rib, 

Fresh cut steaks, large seafood selection, and the best Pork Tenderloin 

sandwich anywhere. 

The Coachman offers daily lunch, and dinner food specials, with discount 

on appetizers, desserts, wine, liquor, and beer. 

Join us for great food, and service along with our beautiful Patio for out-

side dining and entertainment (weather permitting). The Coachman is lo-

cated at 6112 Cambridge Way, Plainfield, IN 46168 

Visit the Coachman at http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com 

The Coachman Restaurant and Lounge 

10% discount with this coupon 

 

Not available with any other discounts 

                                Always remember our American POWs and MIAs 

http://www.thecoachmanrestaurant.com
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Ed Duam is a long time Rolling Thunder Chapter Member, and owner of the Do it Best Hardware store 

in Plainfield, IN. Ed has a great selection of hardware products for you do-it-yourselfers.  If you are in a 

need of an American, POW-MIA, or State flag, see Ed. His flags are top American quality at a reasona-

ble price.  

 

 

Ed offers 10% discount to Veterans. 

Web site: http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/ 

 

 

Store Address: 1001 East Main Street, Plainfield, IN 46168 (317) 839-2353 

 

Ed will love to see yea 

http://www.plainfielddoitbest.com/
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This page is dedicated to our brothers and sisters hat have gone on to ride the heavens 

 

NEVER FORGET 

Tookolo, Allen, Member, November 2002 Booth, Frank, Member, 2004 

Walker, Bruce, Member, October 2004 Parish, Bruce “Buz”, Past President, Sept 2008 

Brinkley, Jon Past President, January 2009 Leck, Lou, Member, September 2009 

Hall, Bruce, Member, March 2010 Gigle, Gene, Member, August 2011 

Jolly, Ron Past Vice President, December 2011 Kaler, Steve, Past President, June 2012 

Wilson, John, US Army WWII POW, July 2012 Loffredo, Nicholas, Member, August 2012 

Freeman, James, Past Board, August 2012 Fulmer, Kenneth, Member, August 2012 

Huelskamp, Glenn, Member, February 2013 Hillis, George “Sam”, May 2013 

Winters, Steve, Member, September 2013 Meyerrose, Timothy, Member, May 2014 

Richard (Dick) Forrey, Member June 2015 Hutchinson, James Alt Board Member, Dec 2015 

Mary Brodrick, Member April 2016 Van Brunt, Craig, May 2016 

Gary Stanley, Member October 2017 Jimmie Earl Brown , Member August 2018 

Ruth Smith, Member September 2018 Damon Gastineau , Member December 2018 

Linda Cope, Past Secretary June 2019  


